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Political science
Question 1: Give an example of how Plato-like rule by experts is resisted today
Pluto-like rule of expert advocated for the leadership of the society by a single leader who is commonly referred to as a monarchy. Pluto argues that society should be ruled by philosophers who have been carefully selected and given training because they possess excellent knowledge and therefore they can make informed decisions for the society. Pluto saw the necessity to place the rule of law under one powerful leader based on the nature of the community that was in existence in the 1500s.
However, the idea of Pluto rule of expert has been resisted in the modern society; this is evident in the fact that more than 65% of the countries across the world have adopted the democratic rule of law which is the total opposite of what Pluto advocated for. The rule of democracy believes in freedom and equality in which citizens of the country are involved in an electoral process, and the person elected with majority votes becomes the ruler. This gives all citizens in the country a voice in their government which can also be accomplished by the election of representatives at various levels. 
An example of a democratic country is Canada in which election is compulsory for all the citizens that are 18 years and above. The general elections are held at different levels ranging from the municipal, provincial and national levels in which representatives are elected. The democratic process of Canada is an illustration of the resistance rule of expert that was presented by Pluto which advocated for a philosopher-ruler. The democratic election requires the persuasion of masses to win majority votes with no particular attention to the knowledge level of an individual which rules out the beliefs presented by Pluto rule of an expert. 
Question 2- Apply Aristotle’s ‘golden mean’ theory so as to redirect the fates of the rich and the poor in America
Aristotle’s golden mean theory advocated for a balance between to extremes, in which he explains that human should find a center of harmony between two things which is anchored in virtues. Having too much of something leads to excess while having too little of something leads to a deficit.  The virtues that human has can be expressed as either an excess or deficient, but there is a need for humans to find a balance between the surplus and the deficit. 
The golden mean theory is practical in the social classes of people found in America which classifies people as either rich or poor. This is means that the society lacks a balance.  Social stratification that has placed people as either rich or poor has been in existence for many years, and this dates back to the earlier periods of colonialism.  According to the golden mean theory of Aristotle, the rich are the people at one end of having an excess of wealth and property while the poor are the people on the other end with a deficit of wealth. The rich are the people with access to resources and who can be characterized as greedy for wealth while the poor lack access to resources. The lack of middle ground in the distribution of resources and opportunities explain the fate of the rich and the poor in American society. The rich have the freedom and access to power while the poor do not have any access to power implying that they are limited which contributes to a wide gap between the rich and the poor. 
Question 3- Give an example of how the same citizen might be viewed as wrong in one city but correct in the other of St. Augustine’s two cities theory
Saint Augustine two cities theory, presents two divergent cities in which there are anchored in the Christian belief drawn from the biblical teachings, and the other is rooted in man beliefs. According to St. Augustine one of the city is a city is predestined for eternal life with God while the other city is predestined for eternal fire. The two cities, therefore, represent two types of people in which one person lives according to God and the other person lives according to man. 
 For example to illustrate the two cities, if there is an interview in a certain company the person who is being interviewed might be expected to give a bribe to secure the advertised job position. In the city of God, this act is seen as morally and ethically wrong which presents the person as corrupt and do not hold the virtues of justice which define the city of God. On the other city of man, the act of giving bribe is considered to be morally right because the city of man is greedy and do not recognize bribery as an evil deed. The city of man holds virtues that are oppressive to people and subjects people to suffering. This is an illustration of how a person acts can be explained in perspective of the two cities which are the complete opposite of one another, and action which is considered right in city of God is deemed to be wrong in the city of man. 
 According to St. Augustine the city of man is doomed to eternal fire which implies the punishment for failing to follow the laws presented by the city of God.  St. Augustine claims that city of God should be respected and people to live by the laws that have been presented in the bible which gives guidelines and prohibits evil acts that oppress people. The reward for living according to the city of God is eternal life which is described to lack any tribulation; instead, it is described as full of happiness.
Question 4- What would Hobbes say about the super-max prison conditions in Florence, Colorado?
According to Hobbes social contract theory, man is free in a state of nature when there is an absence of restrictions and lack of freedom. The Supermax prison in Florence, Colorado is a prison that has limitations and the most guarded prison in the United States where the inmates are isolated from the rest of the world. Inmates are confined in a cube for more than 23 hours a day. Super-Max prison is made up of inmates such as terrorist who have committed murder crimes and are a threat to the security of the country. 
Hobbes who has considered the conditions found at Super Max prison as a violation of the social contract theory in which people are restricted from socializing with others, yet they are social beings. Social contract theory advocates for freedom of people without any imposition of restrictions on freedom. The condition at Super-Max prison limits the inmates from socializing with others, and also the inmates do not have any freedom. 
 The status at prison subject people to distress and depression as a person is isolated and placed in a cell. There is zero contact with the rest of the world, and therefore inmates are made to adapt to new conditions of limited contact with the rest of the people. The structural design of the building prevents inmates from seeing what is going on outside the prison and so they are confined to restricted places that deprive them of freedom.  Hobbes would have disagreed with the isolation of people from the rest of the world. 
Question 5- Determine and explain whether Locke would approve or disapprove of the Puritan settlers moving into America 
Locke was an advocate for religious freedom in which stated that the only business of the church was the salvation of the souls. Lock wrote about religious toleration where Christians had the freedom to worship in through any religion. He believed that the time for persecutions of Christians had come to an end and therefore people had to be granted the freedom to worship God who has the supernatural power where he could not be questioned. Based on the religious toleration ideas of Locke and his personality, he was not willing to extend his privileges and freedom rights on religions to Protestants and the atheist. This implies that Locke would not have allowed the movement of the Puritan settlers into America. Even though Locke advocated for diversity in freedom of worship but he was strict on the Protestants and the foreigners. Given the fact that the Puritans were protestant, this would have limited Locke from allowing the Puritans to move into America.  The religious tolerance presented by Locke was only limited to some faith organizations. The Puritans needed reforms in the church and imposed doctrines that dictated members on how to wear and how to conduct themselves, this would have limited the belief of Locke on religion and cause him to limit the Puritans from settling in America. The settling of Puritans in America is against the limitation of Locke on the religious belief on tolerations. 
Locke was the reason behind the freedom that is available in the religious worship today and the lack of restrictions on the religion. Locke believed that human nature could not be compared to the supernatural being and therefore there should be no limits on whatever a person chooses to worship. This formed the basis of freedom in worship that is available throughout the world.
Question 6- Describe an example of being both free and equal according to Rousseau
According to Rousseau, a man in nature was born good and that by virtue a person was free with no restrictions. Rousseau claimed that before civilization man was in an open and equal stat with nature, there was no corruption, bribery, war and many other evil deeds. All humans were equal, and therefore the current social stratification that found in the society was absent. Hence, an example of a free and equal person according to Rousseau existed in early centuries at the beginning of life on earth before the introduction of civilization. The current man in this century has been corrupted by a culture that has deprived man of freedom and locked individuals in a chained society were freedom and equality is non-existent. 
Question 7- Contrast any two anarchists on the problem of crime 
Anarchists are divided into various schools of thoughts. Mutualism anarchist states that order in the society is obtained spontaneously when there is no central authority. In this anarchist, people have the freedom to do whatever they want to do and in the process contribute to a reduction in crime since people are not tied to any form of law. Mutualism is based on free association, voluntary contract, reciprocity, and currency reform. On the contrary, collectivist anarchism believes in the goodness of human and solidarity that are achieved in the absence of oppressive governments. This anarchism was against the private ownership of property as it claimed to cause violence which would also prevent the criminal activities. Humans tend to display their good morals when they are not under restrictions, and therefore the chances of committing crimes are limited in the society especially when no authority dictates leadership. 
Question 8- What would Marx say about America’s welfare systems? 
Marx would have explained that the welfare system of America has been founded on his earlier thoughts on welfare where the government offers social services to the citizens. The American government is offering social services such as healthcare, education among others. The essential social services are provided to the American citizens free by the government which is compensated through the payment of taxes. The government provides social services to all the citizens of America regardless of the income, social status, race, gender or ethnicity, which brings equality to all the citizens of America. Marx considered the social welfare state as the controlling agency of the capitalist ruling class. 
Question 9- Should intellectuals, writers, or poets show the way to peace in the revolt against colonialism, according to Fanon? Why or why not? 
Fanon considered the colonialist to be violent people and therefore he claimed that it is difficult to fight back the colonialist using nonviolent means. Thus, Fanon criticized the non-violent nature of intellectuals in fighting against the colonialist and claimed that the colonialist should be revolted violently. Fanon was against the colonialist because he believed that the colonialists wanted to brainwash the western world by instilling the wrong virtues in them which he claimed should be violently rebelled against it. Fanon did not find a reason to trust the white colonialist, and therefore, he felt that it was right to fight them vigorously. The idea of colonialist brought about individualism in which Fanon was against it. The elites try to resolve the conflict peacefully, but Fanon considered that to be wrong and advocated that intellectuals should consider the violent way of fight against the colonists. 
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